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 Twin sisters, Candace 
Pomeroy, of Whitehall, 
a n d  C h a r m a y n e 
Anderson, of Wedron, 
IL caught and released 
these flathead catfish on 
Pool 5 of the Mississippi 
River July 2020.

 D a v i d  W i t t e ,  o f 
Independence, took this 
nice 7-pt. buck in Buffalo 
County Nov. 9, 2019. The 
buck weighed 190 lbs. and 
had a 19” spread.

 Trempealeau County animal illustration by Eric 
Bowen, Times Staff.

 Julie Schaefer, of 
Whitehall, shot this 200 
lb. bear in Jackson Coun-
ty Sept. 10. It was her first 
bear kill.

 The Department of Natu-
ral Resources would like 
to remind all hunters that 
harvested deer must be reg-
istered electronically by 5 
p.m. the day after the deer 
is recovered.
 When registering, hunt-
ers are encouraged to use 
GameReg, a registration 
system that collects harvest 
information from the hunter 
and provides a confirmation 
number for the hunter’s re-
cords. The system is simple, 
fast and convenient for hunt-
ers.
 Hunters have three op-
tions to register their deer:
 • Online at GameReg.
WI.Gov (the fastest and 
easiest option)

 Macy Chandler, 9, of Taylor, guided by her father, 
Craig, shot her first deer during the 2020 Youth Hunt 
on private land near Melrose. Great shot, Macy!

 Orville Dahl, 97, of Blair, got his turkey again this 
year. His turkey pilgrimage is an annual event and has 
rewarded Orville with a bird for the last 14 years.

Hunters reminded to register their deer
 • By phone at 1-844-426-
3734 (1-844-GAME-REG)
 • Electronically at a par-
ticipating in-person registra-
tion station
 Before you register, have 
the deer harvest authoriza-
tion number handy. Each 
harvest authorization has a 
unique number, so use the 
harvest authorization num-
ber from the specific harvest 
authorization you wish to 
fill. You can find the harvest 
authorization number on 
either the paper copy or PDF 
file of the harvest authoriza-
tion.
 You may also access 
your harvest authorization 
number and register online 
through the My GameReg 

section of your Go Wild ac-
count at GoWild.WI.Gov. 
Just locate the harvest autho-
rization you wish to fill and 
click on the link to begin the 
registration process.
 The registration system 
will prompt hunters to an-
swer a series of questions 
such as the deer management 

unit in which the deer was 
harvested, the age (adult or 
fawn), sex (buck or doe) of 
the deer and weapon type 
used to harvest the animal.
 You will  receive a 
10-character confirmation 
number for your records 
once your deer has been 
successfully registered.

HUNTERS!
Stop in & warm up 
with a Hot Toasted 
Sub & Cup of Soup.

Osseo 715-597-2796 • Arcadia 608-323-7894
Neillsville 715-743-3203 • Cadott 715-289-4435

Have a Safe
& Successful

HUNT,
and a great
Ice Fishing

Season Too!
We’ll see you at our

62nd Annual Ice Fishing Contest
Join us at beautiful Bugle Lake

Saturday, February 6, 2021

$50,000 in prizes awarded
and

$20,000 for Old Bugler!

Elk Rod
& Gun Club

Elk Rod
& Gun Club

G� d Luck This Ye� !
G� d Luck This Ye� !

Covid precautions will be in place if needed.

FALLS MEAT SERVICE
PIGEON FALLS • 715-983-2211

fallsmeatservice.com

EXTENDED BUSINESS HOURS DURING DEER SEASON

Complete Whole Deer
VENISON PROCESSING
Bring in your
boneless venison
trim for a wide
variety of products:

Summer Sausage • Brats
Bologna • Hot Dogs • Bacon
Snack Sticks • Meatball Mix

…and More!

Johnson Hardware&Rental
19040 Dewey St., Whitehall • 715-538-4616

We’re
YOUR

HUNTING
HEADQUARTERS

HOURS: Mon.-Fri.: 8AM-7PM; Sat.: 8AM-4:30PM; Sun.: 10AM-3PM

Hunting Licenses
& Supplies, Ammo,
Blaze Orange Clothing,
Deer Mineral and Meat
Preservation Supplies

SEE US FOR:SEE US FOR:

Downtown Eleva
715-287-4140

Check us out on Facebook
or Flyinryanswi.com

Get on our Big Buck Board for Gun Season!
$5 to get on the board, bring your deer to be measured

Kid Kactus & The Tumbleweeds:
Sat., Nov. 21 • 8pm-Midnight

DJ Ron LaTour: Wed., Nov. 25 • 8:30pm-?
Homemade cheesecakes available for preorder, over 35 flavors!

Rent Flyin' Ryan's party bus today! Call to book your date. New Year's 
Eve deal: $50 off New Year's Eve 5 hours or more. Booking for 2021, 

weddings, birthdays, bachelor/bachelorette parties & more. Check us 
out on Facebook for pricing & pictures or call 715-287-4140.

Hunting Weekend: Hot Ham & Cheese/Grilled Cheese 
Sandwich with soups or homemade chili all weekend! BIG BUCK CONTEST HERE!

Open Mon., 11am-Close
(during deer hunting season)

Tues.-Sun., 11am-Close
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 As of Oct. 15, students 
of all ages can earn their 
Wisconsin hunter education 
safety certifi cation through 
a single, online-only hunter 
education course under a 
temporary change approved 
by the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
(DNR).
 The temporary change 
allows those under age 18 to 
take the online-only course 
from Oct. 15 through Dec. 
31, 2020. Those interested in 
taking the online-only course 
who are over 18 years of age 
may continue to do so.
 As a result of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, the DNR 
reviewed the available meth-
ods for delivering hunter 

education. A survey of vol-
unteer instructors showed 
support for exploring al-
ternatives to the traditional 
in-person hunter education 
course.
 Hunter education volun-
teer instructors often fall into 
higher-risk categories for 
contracting COVID-19. The 
online option addresses these 
concerns as well as issues 
with limited public facility 
availability for in-person 
instruction, personal pro-
tective equipment require-
ments, shortened courses and 
capacity limits for in-person 
classes.
 “The temporary online-
only certifi cation option will 
provide additional hunter 

education opportunities to 
all customers affected by 
COVID-19,” DNR hunter 
education administrator 
Jon King said. “The online 
option aligns our program 
with many hunter education 
programs in other states, 
which are facing the same 
challenges with their hunter 
education programs.”
 Students of the online-
only course will be required 
to pay the approved online 
vendor fee plus the $10 state-
required course fee.
 Those interested in hunter 
education can learn more 
and enroll in the online-
only hunter education at 
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/
Education/OutdoorSkills/

State Hunter Education now available online for all ages
Temporary change pivotal for those under age 18

onlineEd.
 Those under age 18 who 
take the online-only course 
for the remainder of 2020 
will not be required to com-
plete the in-person fi eld day.
 Traditional Hunter Ed 
And Mentor Courses Still 

Available
 Traditional hunter edu-
cation courses involving 
in-person instruction will 
remain available thanks to 
the dedication of volunteer 
instructors. A blended hunter 
education course coupling 
the online course with the 
required in-person fi eld day 
will also be available.
 “Last year, there were 
more than 750 traditional 
hunter education classes held 
statewide, in every county,” 
King said. “We prefer the 
hands-on course with our 
outstanding volunteer in-
structors, who play a pivotal 
role in keeping hunting safe 
in Wisconsin. However, 
health and safety is our top 
priority.”
 “Our instructor group 
talked about holding an 
in-person hunter education 
class this year, but the lo-
gistics of keeping everyone 
safe were tough,” said Jim 
Wipperfurth, a Sauk County 
hunter education instructor 
since 2010. “In light of CO-
VID, online hunter education 
is the best opportunity to get 
certifi ed.”
 Additionally, the men-
tored hunt program is avail-

able as an option for those 
who have not received hunter 
education certifi cation. This 
program, which has been 
available for over ten years, 
helps break down hunter 
education certifi cation bar-
riers for all ages.
 Anyone can obtain a 
mentored-only hunting li-
cense and hunt without fi rst 
completing a hunter educa-
tion course through men-
tored hunting. They must be 

accompanied by a licensed 
hunter (mentor), hunt within 
arm’s reach of the mentor and 
follow other rules. This one-
on-one mentoring opportu-
nity gives fi rst-time hunters 
a chance to try hunting and 
enables veteran hunters to 
pass on their passion for the 
outdoors.
 To learn more about DNR 
safety programs for other 
outdoor activities, visit the 
DNR’s website.

Illustration by Eric Bowen, Times Staff.

 Hank Strandberg, 7, of Merrillan, and his dad, Aaron, 
with Hank’s first buck. Hank harvested this velvet buck 
during bow season, 2019.
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Badger Mining concludes 20th year of special deer hunt for people with disabilities
 2020 has certainly been 
full of world-shifting events 
for all of us; however, on a 
positive, it marked the 20th 
year Badger Mining Cor-
poration (BMC) has been 
a company sponsor of the 
Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources (WDNR) 
annual deer gun hunt for 
people with disabilities. 
The WDNR began the hunt 
in 1990 in order to provide 
hunting opportunities for 
individuals with certain 
disabilities at a time of year 
when temperatures are gen-
erally milder and mobility in 
the woods and fi elds is easier. 
BMC began participating in 

the program in 2001 for one 
of its then associates how 
was injured in a swimming 
accident decades ago. 
 Originally taking place 
only at BMC’s St. Marie 
property in Green Lake 
County, the hunt has since 
expanded to include BMC’s 
Fairwater property in Green 
Lake and Fond du Lac 
Counties in 2006 and it’s 
Taylor Property in Jackson 
and Trempealeau Counties 
in 2008. Throughout the 
three properties, BMC ac-
commodated 10 hunters this 
year over the 9-day season, 
four of which were new 
and 6 returning. COVID-19 

unfortunately only stopped 
one selected hunter from par-
ticipating and we are looking 
forward to him participating 
in 2021. This year’s hunters 
ranged in age from 16 to 89 
years old and came from 
every corner of Wisconsin. 
 For the hunters, the hunt 
represents more than just a 
chance to get a deer. Aside 
from sitting in the woods 
and fi elds, hunters at BMC’s 
properties also share meals 
and strike friendships with 
many of the BMC Associ-
ates who volunteer to help 
each year. Over the 20 years, 
BMC has touched 106 dif-
ferent individuals and even 

though many hunters found 
success this year, the deer is 
really a bonus! “Regardless 
of whether they get a deer 
or not, all the hunters come 
out of this special program 
with smiles, new friend-

ships and memories that 
last a lifetime,” says Tiffany 
Thoma, BMC Environmen-
tal Team and Special Hunt 
Team Leader. “And when the 
hunt is over in October each 
year, you cannot help but get 

excited for next year’s sea-
son after hearing the stories 
and the memories made by 
each and every participant. 
Reason any BMC continues 
to be a company sponsor of 
such a wonderful program.”

Dave Shramek, retired BMC Associate and Sid Dailey of Independence.

Steve Beck of Berlin Bryce Dombroski of Ripon

Kyle Camp of Berlin Chris Salamone of Racine

Hwy. 53 North, between Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls 
715-834-4832 • PaulsonAutoSales.com

GOOD LUCK HUNTERS
From Paulson Auto Sales!

Get FIRED UP with these 
truck deals!

2010 Chevrolet
Silverado 1500

$7,975

Serving the Chippewa
Valley for over 40 years!

2002 Chevrolet
Silverado 1500

$1,975 Scott Bahnub
Broker

Julie Bahnub
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bahnub.com
Laurie Olson

Agent
Troy Malcein

Agent
Thomas Tiley

Agent
Tammie Ho� 

Agent
Nelly Veliz

Agent

Hunting for the
Perfect Home 
or Commercial 
Building?
We can help!

Derrick Broeckel - Buyer: 608-863-5667

Dave Kulesa - Buyer: 608-863-0794

Je�  Fechner - Rsrc. Mgr.: 608-434-0000
715-985-3613 • Downtown Independence
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  See Us for Expert
Venison Processing

Skinned, Cut, Wrapped & Frozen

Skinned, Boned Out and
All Trim Processed goes to Bushy’s Sausage

$100Only

(Plus Hide)
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(Plus Hide)

Taking deer until 6 p.m. 
during gun season.

NEW location for deer drop-off.
23553 Adams Street - south of the bridge

(Old Independence Locker Service)

We will be closed Thanksgiving Day.

WE NOW TAKE DEER DONATIONS
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 The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
(DNR) would like to remind 
those participating in the up-
coming deer hunting season 
to practice safety when using 
treestands.
 According to surveys, 
one-quarter of bowhunters 
have experienced a fall or 
near fall from an elevated 
stand. Less than half of 
Wisconsin deer hunters use 
a safety harness every time 
they climb.
 Harnesses should be in-
cluded in the routine of any 

DNR urges hunters to wear a harness
hunter planning to hunt above 
the ground regardless of 
whether hunting with a ladder 
stand, a tower stand or hang-
on stand. Published research 
indicates risky climbing 
behavior can catch up with 
hunters the longer they hunt.
 Hunters should always 
use a full-body harness, also 
known as a fall-arrest system. 
Hunters should be mindful of 
the basic rules of treestand 
safety:
 • Connect your harness to 
your tether line and keep your 
tether line short.

 • Always have three points 
of contact while climbing 
into and out of the treestand 
— Two hands and one foot 
or two feet and one hand at 
all times.
 • Always use a haul line 
to raise and lower your un-
loaded firearm or bow into 
and out of the stand. You can 
also use a separate haul line 
for other things like a heavy 
backpack.
 • Use a lifeline when 
climbing up and down. The 
lifeline keeps you connected 
from the time you leave the 
ground to the time you get 
back down.
Be sure to let a loved one 
know where you’ll be hunt-

ing and when you expect to 
return.
 • Carry a cell phone so 
you can call for help if you 
are injured after a fall.
 Hunters should use situ-
ational awareness in addition 
to following the basic rules 
of treestand safety. Make 
sure to always select a tree 
that is substantial enough to 
support your weight. Check 
your equipment prior to use, 
making sure lines are intact, 
your harness fits and is absent 
of snags and tears that could 
jeopardize the functionality. 
Also, be sure to inspect your 
stand to ensure it does not 
have any missing compo-
nents or broken features.

 Billie Loesel, of Independence, shot this double 
beard turkey first season in Trempealeau Co. Total 
beard length was 19.5 and weighed 24.5 lbs.

 Carter Brion, of Strum, shot this heavy 9-pt. buck 
Oct. 17, 2020 in northern Trempealeau Co.

 Dave Blaschko (right), of Independence, caught this 
92 lb. halibut July 28, 2020 near Anchor Point, Alaska 
in 300 ft. of water.
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for all of us; however, on a 
positive, it marked the 20th 
year Badger Mining Cor-
poration (BMC) has been 
a company sponsor of the 
Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources (WDNR) 
annual deer gun hunt for 
people with disabilities. 
The WDNR began the hunt 
in 1990 in order to provide 
hunting opportunities for 
individuals with certain 
disabilities at a time of year 
when temperatures are gen-
erally milder and mobility in 
the woods and fi elds is easier. 
BMC began participating in 

the program in 2001 for one 
of its then associates how 
was injured in a swimming 
accident decades ago. 
 Originally taking place 
only at BMC’s St. Marie 
property in Green Lake 
County, the hunt has since 
expanded to include BMC’s 
Fairwater property in Green 
Lake and Fond du Lac 
Counties in 2006 and it’s 
Taylor Property in Jackson 
and Trempealeau Counties 
in 2008. Throughout the 
three properties, BMC ac-
commodated 10 hunters this 
year over the 9-day season, 
four of which were new 
and 6 returning. COVID-19 

unfortunately only stopped 
one selected hunter from par-
ticipating and we are looking 
forward to him participating 
in 2021. This year’s hunters 
ranged in age from 16 to 89 
years old and came from 
every corner of Wisconsin. 
 For the hunters, the hunt 
represents more than just a 
chance to get a deer. Aside 
from sitting in the woods 
and fi elds, hunters at BMC’s 
properties also share meals 
and strike friendships with 
many of the BMC Associ-
ates who volunteer to help 
each year. Over the 20 years, 
BMC has touched 106 dif-
ferent individuals and even 

though many hunters found 
success this year, the deer is 
really a bonus! “Regardless 
of whether they get a deer 
or not, all the hunters come 
out of this special program 
with smiles, new friend-

ships and memories that 
last a lifetime,” says Tiffany 
Thoma, BMC Environmen-
tal Team and Special Hunt 
Team Leader. “And when the 
hunt is over in October each 
year, you cannot help but get 

excited for next year’s sea-
son after hearing the stories 
and the memories made by 
each and every participant. 
Reason any BMC continues 
to be a company sponsor of 
such a wonderful program.”

Dave Shramek, retired BMC Associate and Sid Dailey of Independence.
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 The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
(DNR) would like to remind 
those participating in the up-
coming deer hunting season 
to practice safety when using 
treestands.
 According to surveys, 
one-quarter of bowhunters 
have experienced a fall or 
near fall from an elevated 
stand. Less than half of 
Wisconsin deer hunters use 
a safety harness every time 
they climb.
 Harnesses should be in-
cluded in the routine of any 

DNR urges hunters to wear a harness
hunter planning to hunt above 
the ground regardless of 
whether hunting with a ladder 
stand, a tower stand or hang-
on stand. Published research 
indicates risky climbing 
behavior can catch up with 
hunters the longer they hunt.
 Hunters should always 
use a full-body harness, also 
known as a fall-arrest system. 
Hunters should be mindful of 
the basic rules of treestand 
safety:
 • Connect your harness to 
your tether line and keep your 
tether line short.

 • Always have three points 
of contact while climbing 
into and out of the treestand 
— Two hands and one foot 
or two feet and one hand at 
all times.
 • Always use a haul line 
to raise and lower your un-
loaded firearm or bow into 
and out of the stand. You can 
also use a separate haul line 
for other things like a heavy 
backpack.
 • Use a lifeline when 
climbing up and down. The 
lifeline keeps you connected 
from the time you leave the 
ground to the time you get 
back down.
Be sure to let a loved one 
know where you’ll be hunt-

ing and when you expect to 
return.
 • Carry a cell phone so 
you can call for help if you 
are injured after a fall.
 Hunters should use situ-
ational awareness in addition 
to following the basic rules 
of treestand safety. Make 
sure to always select a tree 
that is substantial enough to 
support your weight. Check 
your equipment prior to use, 
making sure lines are intact, 
your harness fits and is absent 
of snags and tears that could 
jeopardize the functionality. 
Also, be sure to inspect your 
stand to ensure it does not 
have any missing compo-
nents or broken features.

 Billie Loesel, of Independence, shot this double 
beard turkey first season in Trempealeau Co. Total 
beard length was 19.5 and weighed 24.5 lbs.

 Carter Brion, of Strum, shot this heavy 9-pt. buck 
Oct. 17, 2020 in northern Trempealeau Co.

 Dave Blaschko (right), of Independence, caught this 
92 lb. halibut July 28, 2020 near Anchor Point, Alaska 
in 300 ft. of water.
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 A little fall trout fishing with Finley Page (8 months) 
and Dad, Jake Budish, with a dandy brookie!

 Drake Jurowski, of rural Whitehall, shot this nice buck 
with a crossbow during the 2019 season.

 A group of hunters from the Arcadia area show off the results of a succsessful hunt.

 Mouse Hansen, of Blair, shot this 10-pt. buck with 
her crossbow November 4, 2019. The buck weighed 
over 230 lbs.

 Sam Schaffner, 11, of Arcadia, caught this nice Northern his very first time ice fish-
ing.
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 Riley Herman, of Whitehall, caught this Lake Michi-
gan King Salmon out of Sheboygan, while � shing with 
family and friends.

 David Blaha, of Pigeon Falls, and his nephew, Aiden Blaha, of Independence, show o�  a stringer of walleyes they 
caught August 2019 near Fountain City.

 Daniel Picha, of Fountain City, shot this whopping 
28.6 lb. turkey near Arcadia during the 2020 season.

 Katie and Ray Suchla, of Arcadia, showing o�  Katie’s 
� rst buck, shot November 29, 2019.
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 During the 2020 hunting 
season, hunters may spot 
deer that are equipped with 
radio collars. Collared deer 
are part of a mortality study 
in the Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources and are 
legal to hunt with a standard 
Wisconsin hunting license 
and harvest authorization.
	 The	DNR	Office	of	Ap-
plied Science is conduct-
ing a long-term mortality 
study called the Southwest 

DNR: Collared deer are legal to harvest during fall deer seasons
Wisconsin Chronic Wasting 
Disease, Deer and Predator 
Study. Researchers are inves-
tigating factors like CWD, 
predation and hunter harvest, 
and what degree these affect 
survivorship in deer. The 
project crew has put GPS 
collars on almost 850 deer 
across the southwest region 
of the state.
 “One of our study objec-
tives is to determine what 
proportion of our deer herd 

is harvested each year, and 
how exactly that differs ac-
cording to how old the deer 
is, between bucks and does 
and between deer that are 
CWD-infected and those 
that are not,” said DNR Deer 
Research Scientist Daniel 
Storm. “That objective de-
pends on hunters essentially 
treating collared deer like 
any other deer when deciding 
whether or not to harvest.”

 Deer that are collared 
as part of the Southwest 
Wisconsin CWD, Deer and 
Predator study are legal to 
harvest. Standard licensing 
and harvest regulations ap-
ply to collared deer, just as 
they do to uncollared deer. 
Anyone	who	harvests	a	col-
lared deer is asked to call the 
number on the collar so that 
a crew member can retrieve 
it. The number to call is 608-

935-1940.
 The DNR recommends 
testing for CWD for both 
collared and uncollared deer. 
CWD is a transmissible type 
of spongiform encephalopa-
thy that causes fatal brain 
and nervous system degen-
eration in ungulate species 
like deer, elk, and moose. 
CWD testing is typically 
only done post-mortem. 

The DNR needs to test as 
many deer as possible for the 
disease to better understand 
CWD in Wisconsin. To that 
end, getting deer tested is an 
important step.
 For more information 
about CWD sampling, visit 
the DNR webpage, https://
dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/
WildlifeHabitat/registers-
ample.html

 Nathan Pyka, of Independence, with the results of 
a successful ice fishing day in Trempealeau.

 Evan Berra, grandson of Dale & Joan Sosalla of 
Independence, shot this 8-pt. buck during the youth 
hunt while hunting with his dad, Tim Berra, near In-
dependence.

 Charles Van Swol, of Whitehall, shot this bear Sept. 
12, 2020 in Jackson Co. with his bow. The bear field 
dressed at 220 lbs.
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By Andrew Dannehy
Times Editor

 Area residents heading out to the woods 
this fall shouldn’t be surprised if they see 
a signifi cantly larger antlered animal than 
they’re used to. 
 “I have had several elk sightings reported 
to me over the last few years in Trempealeau 
County,” Mark Rasmussen, Department of 
Natural Resources wildlife biologist, said. 
 Locally, the reports have been fi ling in 
over the last few weeks. Elk have reportedly 
been spotted between Arcadia and Blair and 
between Arcadia and Galesville within the 
last month. Rasmussen said he has also heard 
reports of elk sightings in the Blair and Arcadia 
areas, and, so far it seems they are likely wild 
elk from the Jackson County Forest. 
 In March 2019, 60 elk were planted in the 
Jackson County Forest near Black River Falls. 
As of last December the herd was reported 
to have grown to 79 with up to 25 calves 
expected to be born in 2020. 
 Rasmussen has been able to confi rm that 
some of the elk spotted in Trempealeau County 
have been from the Jackson County herd. 
Whenever an elk spotting has been reported, 
the DNR investigates to see if any elk have 
escaped from captive elk farms. So far, none 
have. 
 “We can’t always confi rm exactly where 
an elk may have come from, because not all 
of our wild elk in Wisconsin are marked with 
a GPS collar or ear tags,” Rasmussen said. 
“It’s not terribly uncommon for wild elk from 
the Jackson County herd to take trips outside 
their core area east of Black River Falls from 
time to time.”
 Rasmussen expects elk to be a more com-
mon sight in Trempealeau County. 
 “As the population grows, I expect we 
will continue to see visitors from the Jack-
son County herd every year in Trempealeau 
County,” Rasmussen said. 

 A report by the DNR issued last December 
said that if the current growth is maintained, 
the DNR expects there to be 200 elk in the 
herd by 2024.
 Those attempting to attract deer to their 
property may be more likely to see elk. 
 “While their habitat preferences are not 
identical, if you are managing your property 
for deer, that will also make it attractive to 
elk,” Rasmussen said. 
  The most notable difference between an elk 
and a deer is the size. Adult elk stand four-to-
fi ve feet at the shoulders, while deer typically 
top out at three-and-a half feet, according to 
DNR offi cials. Though a fi ve-to-six-month-
old elk calf would be about the same size as 
an adult white-tailed doe. 
 There are also other physical differences. 
Elk have short tails, while deer have longer 
tails with white undersides. Elk also have a 
tan rump patch, black legs and a dark brown 
furry neck, while deer legs are the same color 
as their bodies and they have a white throat 
patch.
 As for the prize antlers, deer antlers curve 
forward, whereas elk sweep back. 
 While not all, many elk have been marked 
with collars and ear tags. 
 The DNR advises all hunters to be sure of 
their targets. 

Elk sightings becoming more
common in Trempealeau County
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 Lee Kummer, of Blair, shot this 10-pt. buck in Monroe 
County Nov. 2019. The buck had a 16-inch spread & 
scored 140”.

 Brayden Mueller, 5, of Whitehall, caught this north-
ern pike on a small kid’s fishing pole while fishing with 
his grandparents.

 Bayli Christorf, of Curtiss, shot this main-frame 10, 
14-pt. buck Sept. 18 near Independence. He green 
scored 168” and field dressed at 210 lbs.

 Nick Matejka, 15, of Whitehall, 
bagged this nice buck during the 2019 
gun season in Daggett Coulee.

 Tammy Frye, of Whitehall, shot this 
11-pt. buck with a 19 1/2” spread Sept. 
18, 2020. It was her first ever bow kill.

 Max Marsolek, 15, of Independence, 
shows of this northern caught while ice 
fishing  on Round Lake in Trempealeau.

 Zack Matheny, of Whitehall took this 
13-pt., 154 lb. buck by bow Oct. 4, 2020 
while hunting in Trempealeau Co.
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SYLVER’S
BAR

INDEPENDENCE

715-985-3711

WELCOME HUNTERS!
Cold Beer & Drinks 

Served Here.
Stop in after the hunt 
& share your stories —
We’d love to hear ‘em.

Trade Each
Deer Hide 

for a Pair of Lined or Unlined 
Deer Skin Gloves, choice of 

assorted Hunting Knives, 
Or Sell for

Ca$h!

WE ALSO BUY
Squirrel Tails

31 5th Avenue South St.
Strum  

715-695-3533
Regular Hours: 

Mon.-Fri. - 8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
Closed Thanksgiving Day 

Open 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
Nov. 28, Dec. 5, Dec. 12 & Dec. 19

NORTH AMERICAN FLY

$5000 European Mounts!

bobby beres
cell: 715-495-6239 • Shop: 608-685-4146

State & federally licensed • Military discounts • Camo dipping Award-Winning Mounts 
Full-time taxidermy studio  • We pay cash for deer capes • All phases of taxidermy

SAVE HUGE with our 
referral program!

Equipment Sales
& Services

Equipment Rentals
Facility Design

Manure Handling
& Processing

WANTED: DEER HIDES
(Dealer Inquiries Welcome)

Cash or Trade for Gloves or Knives

Large Volume Buyer of Raw Fur and Deer Skins

Hundreds of New and Used Guns in Stock
Quality Optics
Wide Selection of Ammunition

Gun 
Repair 

Specialist 
on Duty!

110 Rose St.
La Crosse, WI 54603

608-784-4402
218 Portland Ave.
Eitzen, MN 55931

507-495-3312
GUNS!

WE
BUY

SCRANTON ST., WHITEHALL 
715-538-1577

OPEN Tuesday-Friday 8am-6pm,
Saturday 8am-noon

We accept EBT Cards

DEER ARE DIEING TO HAVE SAUSAGE 
MADE AT PAT’S!

It’s a good time to 
bring in Boneless 

Venison for 
Tasty Sausage.

You get your own 
meat back! 

HUNTERS!
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HUNTERS, you can help feed needy people throughout Wisconsin this fall 
by taking these simple steps:
• Donate any legally harvested deer by dropping it off at a participating processor by 

Feb. 1, 2021.
• Field-dress and register your deer prior to dropping it off at a participating processor. 

Handle the carcass as if it was destined for your own table. Write down your registra-
tion confirmation number as you will need it to fill out the Hunter Deer Donation 
Log Sheet; this number can also be retrieved through your GoWild account.

• Donate the entire deer to receive the processing costs for free (head and antlers may 
be kept for mounting).

• Call First! Contact one of the participating processors before dropping the deer off 
to verify the processor has space to accept your deer. Some counties with metro deer 
management units may be accepting deer until the end of the metro hunts. Check 
locally with your processor.

TREMPEALEAU COUNTY:
Bushy’s Meat Market, 23553 Adams St., Independence .............................715-985-3613

BUFFALO COUNTY:
Eagle’s Peak Processing, W999 County Rd. NN, Mondovi ....................... 715-946-3988
Waumandee GC Store, S2017 County Rd. U, Waumandee .......................608-626-3111

Wisconsin Deer Donation 2020
Funded by Wisconsin’s Wildlife Damage 

Program and Hunter Donations

 Hawken Roskos, 13, of Arcadia, 
caught this northern pike on Round 
Lake near Trempealeau in 2019.

 Aaron Strandberg, of Merrillan, shot 
this 7-pt. buck named “Ugly” during the 
2019 muzzleloader season.

 Doug Brady, of Galesville, shot this 
11-pt. buck Oct. 27, 2019, on Oak Ridge 
near Galesville. The buck scored 155 2/8.

 Amanda Roush, of Arcadia, shot this 10-pt. buck Sept. 20. Amanda said, “Ran 30 
yards after the shot and dropped like a ton of bricks!”

 Brandon Sonsalla, of Arcadia, shot 
this 450 lb. bear in northern Wisconsin.



715-672-4444 • WeissChoice.com

Buying or Selling Rural Property?

Dennis Guenther
West Central Wisconsin

C: 715-896-0154
Wi Licensed Real Estate Agent

Alex Loesel
West Central Wisconsin

C: 608-323-0116
Wi Licensed Real Estate Agent

Jake Davis
West Central Wisconsin

C: 715-577-6370
Wi Licensed Real Estate Agent

Wisconsin:
Buffalo Co. 161.75 Acres, Fountain City $774,900
Buffalo Co. 150 Acres, Arcadia $405,000 
Buffalo Co. 127 Acres, Nelson $575,000 - PENDING!
Buffalo Co. 40 Acres, Cochrane $160,000 - PENDING! 
Buffalo Co. 27 Acres Fountain City $133,000 - SOLD!
Buffalo Co. 25 Acre Hobby Farm, Fountain City $270,000 - SOLD!
Chippewa Co. 550 Acres, Gilman $825,000
Clark Co. 200 Acres, Merrillan - SOLD!
Clark Co. 9+ Acres w/Lake Home, Merrillan $599,500
Eau Claire Co. 250 Acres w/Home, Strum $2,250,000
Eau Claire Co. 217.29 Acres, Eau Claire $774,900
Jackson Co. 301.49 Acres, Osseo $1,500,000
Jackson Co. 251.94 Acres, Melrose $629,850
Jackson Co. 123 Acres, Pittsville $129,900
Jackson Co. 120 Acres, Warrens $240,000
Jackson Co. 96+ Acres, Black River Falls - SOLD!
Jackson Co. 80 Acres, Humbird $229,900
Jackson Co. 72.07 Acres, Warrens $180,000
Jackson Co. 51.74 Acres, Black River Falls $98,000
Jackson Co. 20 Acre Farm, Black River Falls - PENDING! 
Jackson Co. 15 Acres, Black River Falls - PENDING!
Jackson Co. 15 Acres, Black River Falls - SOLD!
La Crosse Co. 40 Acres, Mindoro $160,000 - SOLD!

Monroe Co. 39+ Acres, Black River Falls - SOLD!
Pepin Co. 175.7 Acres, Pepin $624,900 - PENDING!
Pepin Co. 121 Acres, Plum City $500,000 - PENDING!
Trempealeau Co. 252 Acres, Arcadia $795,000
Trempealeau Co. 136 Acres, Whitehall $499,900
Trempealeau Co. 124 Acres, Dodge $620,000
Trempealeau Co. 124 Acres, Whitehall $449,900 - PENDING!
Trempealeau Co. 112 Acres, Arcadia $356,000
Trempealeau Co. 86 Acres, Strum $299,900
Trempealeau Co. 61.5 Acres, Blair $221,400 - SOLD!
Trempealeau Co. 45 Acres w/Home, Ettrick $275,000 - SOLD!
Trempealeau Co. 41 Acres, Strum $164,900 - PENDING!
Trempealeau Co. 40 Acres, Independence $125,000
Washburn Co. 174 Acres High-Fenced Hunting Ranch
 w/Lodge, Birchwood $2,250,000

Call today for a
FREE Market Analysis

As a fi rst step, we will provide you with a Free Market 
Analysis specifi c to your property and the surrounding 
market. Call to fi nd out what your property is worth.

No obligiations.

Over 25,000 

Acres SOLD in

2018 & 2019!
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